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UCD Humanities Institute Research Writing Group 2  
2013-2014 

www.ucd.ie/humanities 
 
 
The UCD Humanities Institute Research Writing Group meets every month for ninety minutes to 
discuss a short piece of research writing (draft thesis chapter, conference paper, article, book 
chapter, funding proposal and so on) by a member of the group. Group members read the 
sample in advance and discuss it in depth with the author. This process facilitates the author 
thinking through their ideas in a supportive and encouraging environment, guided by the other 
members of the group. The group is interdisciplinary and is open to PhD students and 
postdoctoral researchers.  
 
(Note: This group is currently full. If you are interested in joining another group, contact Dr 
Noreen Giffney, UCD Humanities Institute: noreen.giffney@ucd.ie)  
 
Venue: Room H204, Humanities Institute, University College Dublin. A campus map is available 
to download here: www.ucd.ie/maps 
 
Group Members: Claire Burson, Phil Gorey, Hema Kesevan, Robert MacDonald, Martin McKeith,  
 
 

DATE & TIME AUTHOR FACILITATOR 
Tuesday 15 October 2013 @ 

9.30-11 am 
Robert Claire 

Tuesday 19 November 2013 @ 
9.30-11 am 

Claire Martin 

Tuesday 17 December 2013 @ 
9.30-11 am 

Martin Hema 

Tuesday 20 January 2013 @ @ 
9.30-11 am 

Hema Phil 

Tuesday 18 February 2013 @ 
9.30-11 am 

Phil Robert 

http://www.ucd.ie/humanities
mailto:noreen.giffney@ucd.ie
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GROUP MEMBERS 
Claire Burson is a PhD student in the UCD School of History & Archives. Her PhD is entitled 
‘Discovering Crom Dubh: Origins and Development’. 
 
Phil Gorey is a PhD student in the UCD School of History & Archives. Her PhD is entitled ‘From 
Ecclesiastical Regulation to State Registration: The Regulation of Irish Midwives, c. 1630-1918’. Her 
research looks at the regulation of Irish midwives from the early seventeenth century, when the 
Established Church and the Catholic Church both issued decrees pertaining to the necessity for 
midwives to understand the correct rite of Baptism, so that they may be able to competently carry 
out emergency Baptism in the event of the death of a baby during delivery.  Her research interests 
include the development of male-midwifery in eighteenth century Dublin; the obstetric writings of 
eighteenth- and nineteenth-century men-midwives; puerperal fever; lying-in hospitals as charitable 
institutions in nineteenth century Ireland; the employment of army midwives in Irish regiments in 
late nineteenth century and the influence of the Dublin Hospital Sunday Fund on the development of 
general nursing between 1870 and 1885. She has presented papers on most of these topics.  Her 
publications include ‘Managing Midwifery in Dublin: Practice and Practitioners, 1700-1800’ in 
Margaret H. Preston and Margaret O hOgartaigh (eds.), Gender and Medicine in Ireland 1700-1950 
(Syracuse University Press, New York 2012); and ‘Childhood Ophthalmia in Irish Workhouses, 1849-
1861’, in Anne MacLellan and Alice Mauger (eds.), Growing Pains: Childhood iIlness in Ireland 1750-
1950 (Irish Academic Press 2013).  
 
Hema Kesevan is a PhD student in the UCD School of Irish, Celtic Studies, Irish Folklore and 
Linguistics, and a Lecturer in a Malaysian university. Her PhD is entitled ‘Classroom Discourse: 
Discursive Practices of Monolingual and Multilingual English Teachers’. Her thesis conducts a 
detailed investigation of classroom discourse practices of English language teachers in Malaysia 
within the university-level ESL/EFL context with a view to identifying practices that promote 
effective language learning. To this end, the study explores and compares the nature of classroom 
interaction of two groups of teachers: monolingual teachers from inner circle English-speaking 
countries who have little or no professional training in ESL/EFL, and professionally-trained 
multilingual local Malaysian teachers of ESL/EFL. Her research interests focus on second language 
teaching and learning mainly in ESL/EFL classroom context. Recent publications include ‘Basic 850 
Vocabulary: Issues and Challenges for EFL Learners’, and ‘Notion of Standard and Non-Standard 
English’ (under review).  
 
Robert MacDonald holds a BA in Photojournalism from Swansea Metropolitan University and an MA 
in Public Cultural Studies from Dun Laoghaire’s Institute of Art Design and Technology. His research 
interests include theories of dissent, new social movement theory, new media and sociology of 
emotions. He is currently researching his PhD in the School of Media at Dublin Institute of 
Technology. His research centres on Internet social networks and the use of emotions by ‘new’ social 
movements within the medium. His PhD project is currently titled ‘Framing a Politics of Emotion 
within Irish Social Networks’ and examines how social movements incorporate emotion within their 
online communications.   
 
Martin McKeith graduated with an honours degree in Architecture from the Dublin Institute of 
Technology in 2003. Since that date he has worked as an architect in private practice. In 2007, he 
successfully completed his professional examinations and was elected a member of the Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland (RIAI). In 2010, he returned to study and completed a Masters in 
Urban and Building Conservation (MUBC) in the UCD School of Architecture. He is now undertaking a 
PhD, also in the UCD School of Architecture, entitled ‘The Nineteenth Century Roman Catholic 
Diocesan Campus’. The research for the topic comprises an examination of the development of 
Catholic Church’s Diocesan Institutional Campuses – usually comprising of seminaries, Cathedrals, 



3 | U C D  H u m a n i t i e s  I n s t i t u t e  R e s e a r c h  W r i t i n g  G r o u p  2  2 0 1 3 - 2 0 1 4  

 

convents, schools and monasteries – which developed in the suburbs or periphery of each of the 
diocesan centres (usually where the cathedral was located), following the relaxation of the penal 
laws in Ireland. His research interests are eighteenth and nineteenth century architecture, 
ecclesiastical architecture, educational architecture, institutional architecture, sacred spaces, the 
history of education in Ireland the eighteenth and nineteenth century, suburbs, and the landscape – 
both natural and designed. 
 
Deirdre Ní Bhuachalla MVB graduated with a Bachelor of Veterinary Medicine from University 
College Dublin in 2008. After four years in small animal practice she returned to academia and began 
working with the badger vaccine group in UCD. The main objective of this research group is to 
develop and trial a vaccine against TB in badgers. Current work is promising and the group hopes to 
be in a position in the next few years to apply the results of these studies to the national bovine 
tuberculosis control campaign, to facilitate the eradication of the disease from cattle and wildlife. 

 


